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costumed danere act
defies gravity with a
strength and grace, an

their/seats when they don't bring them to their feet. Yet the beauty c
ballet as an art form and its beauty as a discipline are more complex and:,
subtle than any individual performance can capture or express. Aspects
of the beauty can certainly be found in an individual dancing body, but it
is also found—some would say it is rooted—in the body of the ballet, the
corps de ballet, where many bodies dance as one.

The corps de ballet is responsible for many of the signature mome
the world’s most cherished productions: the Waltz of the Flo
Nutcracker, the Garland Waltz in The Sleeping Beauty, and tk

of the swans in Swan Lake. They enchant audiences witl

station of the core / corps’ values of ballet as a discif
dancers these moments and the work that precedes'




whole group, the movement, the
energy. It's amazing.”

And it is amazing. The corps
de ballet is where experienced
dancers, veterans of several dozen
Snow Scenes from The Nutcracker,
- come together with dancers
‘dancing in the corps for the
~first time. It is where all of these
dancers work together to balance
strength and precision, energy and
# poise, all to the end of glorifying
not an individual role or dancer,
but the entire body of the ballet.
The challenges, as one dancer
described them, are significant.
“l have to remember my part, my
- timing, and dance it perfectly,” she
- said. “And while I'm doing that, |
need to watch the other dancers
- to make sure we're together.”

Equally amazing is the enduring
appeal of these corps moments
to dancers and audiences alike,
“especially in a cultural moment
that so clearly favors the individual
over the group, the“l” over the“we.”
The technologies that we use and
the habits they create strengthen
our bias toward individual
- achievement and, some lament,
pull us away from each other. The
~ values embodied and danced by
the corps de ballet cut against this
grain; they argue for attentiveness
over self-absorption, connection
_ over isolation, cooperation and
““communalism over fragmentation.
To be sure, individual dancers
work hard to perform their part in
~the corps and care deeply about
getting their part just right. But
their work and their performances:
are most fully realized when the
~ many come together as one and
- make something truly beautiful.

Pictured from top: Snowflakes in 2013's
The Nutcracker, often the introductory
role for our newest corps members;
‘a bevy of swans in their classic pose
before taking flight in 2010's Swan
Lake; it's rare to see our dancers sitting,
but after a long night of rehearsal, this
is a common scene on stage as the
corps receives notes for the next day’s
performance - in this case from 2011’s
The Sleeping Beauty. On the cover and

opposite, Flowers waltz in last season’s

- The Nutcracker. Photos by Darrell
Hoemann and Dan Merlo. :
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